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illustrated. 1891 Excerpt: ...and was liberally interpreted according to the principles of natural
equity. It thus furnished a broad basis for the law relating to those obligations which grow out
of national agreements. Grotius not only founds the conventional obligations between states
upon the law of contract, but shows, in a manner similar to that pursued by the Roman jurists,
how specific obligations are affected by damages wrongfully done, and by other accessory
facts. The connection between the two systems might, further, be indicated by selecting other
examples from the work of Grotius, and by pointing out the influence of Grotius upon more
recent publicists, and also by showing how the scientific principles of Grotius and his
successors have been taken up into the concrete body of rules actually binding between
civilized nations. Such examples, however, would but furnish additional evidence that modern
international law cannot be adequately understood without some reference to the Roman
sources from which it is in great measure derived. In the words of Mr. Maine: If International
Law be not studied historically--if we fail to comprehend, first, the influence of certain
theories of the Roman jurisconsults on the mind of Hugo Grotius, and, next, the influence of
the great book of Grotius on International Jurisprudence--we lose at once all chance of
comprehending that body of rules which alone protects the European commonwealth from
anarchy. 5. Spread of the Roman Law by Colonization.--One of the most important
movements of modern history has been the spread of European civilization by the
establishment of colonies. It is but natural to suppose that such a movement would result in
transferring to other lands the ideas and institutions already existing in European states...
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