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illustrated. 1882 Excerpt: ...dead letter in many departments, which may partly account for the
suiallness of the number who presented themselves.1 The educational provisions of the factory
law of May 19, 1874, the full text of which isgivenin Appendix No. V1, appear not to be well
observed in many localities. By its eighth article this law directs that children up to 12 years of
age shall attend a school, and in Article 9 it provides that young persons up to the age of 15
years (completed) shall only work 0 hours a day, unless they produce a certificate of primary
instruction. The 15 regional inspectors are quite unable to insure the observance of these
regulations, unless assisted by the special inspectors or by the local committees for which the
law provides. These committees and inspectors, whilst very active iu Paris, are either wanting
or inefficient in many of the departments.1 No certittcats d5tudes were delivered in 1879-80iu
the Loire-Inferieurc, where so many of the children and young persons are employed in
factories; the cause being stated to be arefusal on the part of the general council of the
department to allow the examination to be held. These defectsin the state of ordinary
elementary instruction, the desire to extend the introduction of manual work into ordinary
elementary schools and to encourage higher elementary and trade instruction, com bined with
political and social considerations into which it isno part of our duty to enter here, have led to
the enactment of the law of December 11, 1880, on handicraft apprenticeship schools, and of
the law of June 11, 1881, on gratuitous primary instruction, and to the introduction of the
projet de loi on compulsory primary instruction, which is still before the chambers. FRENCH
LAW ON SUPERIOR ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTION....
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