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My book is ready for the printer, and as I begin this preface my eye lights upon the crowd of
Russian peasants at work on theN eva under my windows. With pick and shovel they are
letting the rays of the A pril sun into the great ice barrier which binds together the modern
quays and the old granite fortress where lie the bones of the Romanoff Czars. This barrier is
already weakened ;it is widely decayed, in many places thin, and everywhere treacherous; but
it is, as a whole, so broad, so crystallized about old boulders, so imbedded in shallows, so
wedged into crannies on either shore, that it is a great danger. The waters from thousands of
swollen streamlets above are pressing behind it; wreckage and refuse are piling up against it;
every one knows that it must yield. But there is danger that it may resist the pressure too long
and break suddenly, wrenching even the granite quays from their foundations, bringing
desolation to a vast population, and leaving, after the subsidence of the flood, a widespread
residue of slime, a fertile breeding-bed for the germs of disease. But the patient mujiks are
doing the right thing. The barrier, exposed more and more to the warmth of spring by the
scores of channels they are making, will break away gradually, and the river will flow on
beneficent and beautiful. My work in this book is like that of the Russian mujik on
theN(Typographical errors above are due to OCR software and dont occur in the book.)About
the Publisher Forgotten Books is a publisher of historical writings, such as: Philosophy,
Classics, Science, Religion, History, Folklore and Mythology.Forgotten Books Classic Reprint
Series utilizes the latest technology to regenerate facsimiles of historically important writings.
Careful attention has been made to accurately preserve the original format of each page whilst
digitally enhancing the aged text.
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